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Vibrant and intense, Marseille is a profoundly Mediterranean city
like all the great ports that share the same sea. The blue summer
skies and sea contrast with the cold winter mistral winds while
the famous white Calanques bear witness to a stratified history of
different cultures dating back to 600 BC.

Atclier(s) Alfonso Femia and Carta Associés’ design for the
8¢me Art redevelopment project matches the pace and sequenced
density of the city and the balance of work and social activities in
Marseille’s compact central milieu. Connecting the north of the city
with the historic center to the south, Boulevard Michelet passes
through the many different districts, from the urban villas on the
outskirts to the grand ensembles, the large housing estates, and then
to the compact blocks of the old center. The thoroughfare invites
visitors to branch off into the many side streets and explore the
city’s densely layered urban fabric. It was along Boulevard Michelet
thar the two architecture practices were commissioned to envision
the adaptive reuse of the Renault Michelet buildings, creating of
676 apartments, 151 of which social housing, a 90-unit residence
for the elderly, and a Renault dealership with garage and offices.

Located on the southeast of the Boulevard between Le Corbusier’s
Unité d’Habitation and the Vélodrome Stadium, the development
also had to relate to sections of the city that although very close to
cach other, are worlds apart. To the west the plot looks out onto the
Boulevard, taking in the variegated urban character of the place. To
the south is a loose medley of parking lots, warchouses and urban
villas from which, however, emerge the two iconic volumes of the
Unité and Le Brasilia. To the north lies the Huveaune river offering
the site a more natural outlook that continues to the east and, not
too far away, Parc Borély and beyond that, the sea and beaches.

These were the largely imaginary grid lines followed by the
architects to orient their adaptive reuse project. The key was to
identify the most suitable density for the site and its context, and
from there develop a functional program to fit the character of the
neighborhood bur at the same time create new quality living in a
new urban space offering community areas and natural vegetation
in a complex whose porous ground floor would create a continuum
with the surrounding urban fabric.

The pivotal feature and starting point for the rest of the project
on the upper levels was the new Renault dealership. Slightly set back

from the street, the glazed dealership frontage and three glazed
patios lend a sense of transparency and openness reaching far into
the building,

The Renault garage, showroom and commercial spaces give
on to a private road running from Boulevard Barral to Rue des
Capriers, with private customer parking. The roof garden above
this long stretch of commercial spaces is in fact the edge of the
huge slab on which the rest of the program stands. The innovative
concept for this section combines the two basic characteristics of
the new real estate: on the one hand, profoundly urban, on the
other, recalling the flowing waters in the nearby river.

The dual theme of nature and artifice, fluidity and order
permeates the whole project, combining mineral and vegetable,
rigidity and flexibility, straight and curved lines, speed and calm. The
colors, materials and textures of the fagades best expresses this mix.

The flat glazing of the dealership offices and showroom facing
the Boulevard and city center contrasts to great effect with the
extraordinary kaleidoscope of colors of the housing blocks: white,
light and darker blues. Blue is also the dominant shade on the plinth,
roof, ceramic tiles, plaster, and variously patterned sheet metal.

Not only an addition to quality living spaces, the balconies and
loggias have different features depending on their outlook. For
example, south-facing apartments have continuous balconies with
light blue railings, giving a regular rhythm to the facade surface.
The apartments facing the inner courtyards and the three parallel
apartment blocks have projecting loggias and balconies with
alternating white railings or blue metal parapets with floral or
abstract patterns.

Rounded columns, abundant greenery and swirling illustrations
of shoals of fish on the ceilings of the first floor recall the nearby
river and sea. Although a very compact program in a dense urban
environment, the many different solutions developed by Atelier(s)
Alfonso Femia and Carta Associés ensure that all inhabitants can
identify their own apartment in this huge development thanks to the
variety of colors, and balcony and parapet designs.

This narrative quality affords inhabitants with a sense of having
their own niche in a city as large and variegated as Marseille.

Study sketches of the facades
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First floor plan — Scale 1:800
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Detail A:

N

rthern and southern fagades
I section = Scale 1:
R compnsing 1 5/8" (40 mm
polypropylene honeycomb panels,
waterproofing membrane, 5 1/2
140 mm) ngid insulation, vapor
barrier, 7 7/8" (200 mm) reinforced
concrete slab, plaster finish
Railing compnising steel flat
bars and pipe profiles
Facade with corrugated
sheet metal cladding
Roller blind
Aluminum window with
5/16 -5/8 - 5/16" (8/16/8 mm
glazing unit
Railing comprising steel box profile
rails and pipe profile balusters
Aluminum flashing
3/8" (10 mm) floor ules, 2 1/8"
55 mm) sealed screed, acousnc

mnsulanon, 7 7 200 mm

reinforced concrete slab, 5 1/2

140 mm) ngad insulanon, stucco

Terrace deck compnsing 3/4™

20 mm) concrete pavers, adjustable

pedestals, wate rproofing membrane,

5 7/8" (150 mm) reinforced

concrete slab, plaster finish

Textured porcelain stone tiles,

mortar setting bed, 7 1/8" (180 mm

reinforced concrete structure,

" (100 mm) ngd insulanon,

plaster finish

Fagade comprising stucco,

6 1/4” (160 mm) ngid insulaton,

7 7/8" (200 mm) reinforced

concrete structure, plaster finish
nonzed polycarbonate

fume extractor

1™ (25 mm) reinforced concrete

cladding on metal C-profiles

Roof compnsing 2 3/4

gravel, non-woven fabric membrane,

47 (100 mm) ngid nsulatnon,

waterproofing membrane,

15" (380 mm) reinforced
concrete slab with honeveomb
panels, plaster finish
Micro-perforated metal mesh
balcony roof

Steel box profile frame
Textured porcelain stone ules,
mortar setung bed, 5 7/8" (150 mm
reinforced concrete structure, stucco
Terrace deck comprising 3/4™

20 mm) concrete pavers,

adjustable pe destals, wate rproofing
membrane, 100 mm) ngd
insulation, vapor barner

3/8" (10 mm) floor ules, 2 1/8'
55 mm) sealed screed, acoustic
mnsulation, 7 7/8" (200 mm

reinforced concrete slab,

plaster finish

Projecting reinforced concrete

edging

Suspended ceiling comprising

1" (25 mm) reinforced concrete 30

sheets on metal droppers

Remnforced concrete colun
parallel to plane of section
Concrete planter
Gravel, dramnage board,
waterproofing membrane, 9 7/8
250 mm) reinforced concrete slab
3/8" (10 mm) floor ules, 6 1/4
1600 mm) screed, 7 7/8" (200 mm
remnforced concrete slab,
ngd insulanon
Paving compnising concrete fill
waterproofing me mbranc
2 1/8" (55 mm) ngd insulanon
waterproofing membrane
Glass curtain wall with
8-5/16 16/8 mm

aluminum glazing units
Suspended ceiling with
water-repellent plasterboard
panels on metal droppers
Balustrade compnsing safet
glass in steel U-profiles

Blackout blind
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